ANNOUNCEMENT AFTER THE PRESS CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION HELD ON 

18 JUNE 2010 AT 12:00 CET AT THE NEC’S HEADQUARTERS
On 18 June 2010 at 12:00 CET a press conference concerning the Polish Presidential Elections 2010 was held at the headquarters of the National Electoral Commission.
The following participated in the conference: 

 

            NEC's Chairman                   
Judge Stefan Jaworski

 

            Deputy Chairmen

            Judge Jan Kacprzak

                                                                      
Judge Stanisław Kosmal

 


NEC's Members                               Judge Maria Grzelka

                                                                      
Judge Włodzimierz Ryms

                                                                      


NEC's Secretary and  Head of the National Electoral Bureau 
                                                                       Minister Kazimierz Wojciech Czaplicki

The NEC's Chairman, Judge Stefan Jaworski opened the conference summarizing the preparations for the Elections for the President of the Republic of Poland 2010. 

The Chairman presented comparative data concerning the Polish Presidential Elections held in 2005 and 2010.
	1.
	Number of Electors
	30 260 027
	30 505 068

	2.
	Total number of Polling Stations
	25 167
	25 774

	a)
	Including:
Those adapted for access by the disabled
	4 973
	6 944

	b)
	Hospitals
	740
	728

	c)
	Penitentiaries
	101
	100

	d)
	Prisons
	75
	73

	e)
	Social Welfare Units
	447
	441

	f)
	External Wards of Penitentiaries and Prisons 
	4
	14

	g)
	Polish Ships
	5
	5

	h)
	Polling Stations Abroad
	162
	263

	3.
	Number of Members of the Local Electoral Commissions
	221 840
	197 656

	4.
	Number of members of the Regional Electoral Commissions
	260
	310

	5.
	Number of Registered Candidates for President of the Republic of Poland
	12
	10

	6.
	Number of Poling Stations, which notified NEC of 
their Establishment
	29
	24

	7.
	Number of Letters of Proxy Issued 
	                            X
	4024

	8.
	Number of Voting Right Certificates Issued 
	61 132
	                   200 669*)

	
	
	
	

	*) as of 18 June 2010  (11.00 CET)
	
	


Next, NEC's Secretary and Head of the National Electoral Bureau, Minister Kazimierz Wojciech Czaplicki, discussed several organizational issues, related to the recent floods. The Minister stated that according to the information passed on to NEC, the six constituencies most severely affected by flood, i.e. Lublin, Tarnobrzeg, Tarnów, Rzeszów, Kielce and Płock confirmed their full readiness for the election process.

In the Lubelskie Voivodship, the twice-flooded Wilków Commune, which suffered the most severe damage, was going to locate a polling station in a tent next to the school building, which was used as a polling station during previous elections. Finally however, the idea was abandoned and the polling station will be located in the school building.
In the Tarnowskie Voivodship, one polling station was transferred from the town of Wietrzychowice to a neighbouring village. The roads are passable. 
In the Tarnobrzeskie Voivodship, which has been very severely affected by the flood disaster, ballot cards will be issued on Saturday, 19 June 2010. Due to the continuing refurbishment works, in Gorzyce Commune, ballot cards will be issued until 4:30 CET on the election day. In the latter commune, two supplementary polling stations have been established for the purpose of the election.
In the Kieleckie Voivodship, the relocation of the formerly established polling stations was not necessary. There are also no problems accessing polling stations by road. Transport for those willing to participate in the election has been provided. 
In the Płock District, Słubice Commune, the previously established polling station has been transferred to a new location, which can be reached by car transport provided by local authorities between 7:00 and 19:00 CET.
In Rzeszów, one polling station has been relocated, and is now located nearby the previously established seat.  
Minister Czaplicki emphasized that all the local governments are getting ready to provide electors from areas affected by flood with assistance in reaching the polling stations. 
According to Minister Czaplicki, the biggest problem in the areas affected by flood may be communications. Unless stationary telecommunications is fixed on time, members of the Local Electoral Commissions will be supplied with cellular phones.
Next, Deputy Chairman Jan Kacprzak described the process of preparations for the election and the rules of election silence. The Judge also reminded of a ban on political agitation during the election silence, which remains in force from Friday, 24:00 CET to the end of the vote on Sunday. In the meantime, any forms of agitation and publishing of opinion polls forecasting the outcome of the election are strictly prohibited. 
On the day of the vote, profiles of candidates for President of Poland can be presented in the media exclusively in the way they are presented in the official Announcements of the National Electoral Commission. Judge Kacprzak also reminded of the legal sanctions imposed for a violation of election silence, which are to be executed as fines in the amount ranging from 500.000 to 1 million PLN.
NEC will successively provide official information on the turnout. The first conference on Sunday, 20 June 2010 will be held at the NEC's Headquarters at 9.30 CET and will concern the first few hours of the election process and the turnout as of 8:00CET.
Subsequent conferences will be held:

at 14:30 CET – on the turnout as of 13.00 CET
at 18:30 CET - on the turnout as of 17.00 CET
at 20.30 CET – the summary of the election day
On the night of 20 June 2010, NEC expects to announce the partial unofficial results of the vote. It is anticipated that the results will be announced after the receipt of the data sent electronically by the Local Electoral Commissions to the NEC’s headquarters from 20%, 45%, 65% and 95% of the polling stations.
Head of the National Electoral Bureau, Minister Kazimierz Wojciech Czaplicki also mentioned the initiative of the Foundation Institute of Regional Development, which facilitated the direct vote of the blind and partially sighted by introduction of a special template covering a ballot card.
NEC provided the Institute with an original ballot card for the purpose of facilitation of the process of making the voting templates. At the same time, Minister Czaplicki emphasized that neither members of the Electoral Commissions nor intermediaries are permitted to assist the disabled in casting their votes. 
NEC's member Włodzimierz Ryms presented issues concerning the day of the election, electors' behaviour, execution of the Commissions' tasks, execution of order at polling stations, ballot cards and the rules of the vote.

At first, the Judge reminded of the hours of the vote, which is to be held on Sunday, 20 June 2010, between 6:00 and 20:00 CET, commenting on the incorrect information provided by some media.
Local Electoral Commissions are obliged to organize the vote and ensure an undisrupted process of casting votes to everyone who shows up at a polling station with a document of identity bearing the individual's photograph. According to art. 50 of the Election Law, the elector is obliged to present the Local Electoral Commission with a document enabling identity assertion, e.g. a driver's license,  work identification card, or Warsaw City Card. 
A final decision as to the recognition of the document is taken by the Local Electoral Commission. However, in the case of doubts, the issuance of the ballot card can be denied. The elector is entitled to protest against the decision of the Local Electoral Commission by means of filing an electoral protest after the end of the vote.
An Electoral Commission issues a ballot card with the instructions as to how to cast a valid vote. An elector marks an "X" next to the name a candidate. Polling stations are required to ensure voting secrecy. Intermediaries designated by individual electoral committees can be present at the polling stations. Journalists' presence at the polling stations is also permitted. 
Individuals present at the polling station are expected not to disrupt the voting process, which is to be ensured by the Chair of the Local Electoral Commission. 
Włodzimierz Ryms presented the ballot card with ten names of candidates for President of Poland. The elector expresses their will by marking a single "X" sign next to the name of one candidate. Lack of an "X" sign in any of the boxes determines the vote as invalid. The same applies to ballot cards with more than one "X" sign marked. The "X" sign consists of two crossing lines in a single box. A valid ballot card bears a seal of the National Electoral Commission. 
Next, NEC's Chairman Stanisław Jaworski informed of international guests representing Central Electoral Commissions, who are to arrive in Poland. The observers are expected to come from Lithuania, Moldova, and Ukraine. As guests, there will also arrive a group of 33 youth representatives of NGO from Belarus, Lithuania, and Sweden. In the Podlaskie Voivodship, the vote will be observed by the representatives of Swedish International Liberal Center from Stockholm. 
Judge Jan Kacprzak informed that the execution of a legally binding court sentence requiring candidate Jarosław Kaczyński to correct his statement is not considered as agitation and can take place during the election silence.
NEC's Secretary Czaplicki made reference to the vote held abroad, where eligible voters can apply for their addition to electoral lists at Polish Consulates till Thursday, 17 June 2010. According to current information, this number amounts to 100.000 voters, mostly in the UK and the USA. 
Exact data will be announced at a later date. Minister Czaplicki reassured that there would be a sufficient number of ballot cards available at the polling stations abroad, for according to the NEC's resolution made together with Regional Electoral Commission and the Ministry of Internal Affairs, such cards are printed abroad, and hence are not transported from Poland. Such cards bear a seal of the Consulate instead of NEC.
